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Entering the Ukrainian cosmetics market
in 2026

A practical guide for Korean and international beauty brands

6.5%
import duty on Korean skincare (HS 3304 99)

20%
import VAT on customs value plus duty

31.07.2027
postponed date for mandatory requirements

(see note on legal uncertainty)

0
sanitary conclusions needed since 1 October

2023

This guide gives general information based on public sources listed under each section. It is

not legal or tax advice. Ukrainian rules for cosmetics are changing in 2026 and 2027, so

confirm the current requirements before making decisions.

1. The market at a glance

Large Ukrainian beauty retailers keep growing despite the war. The Ministry of Health estimated retail sales

of cosmetics at about USD 2.15 billion in 2021 and around 1,188 businesses affected by the new notification

rules.

Specialist beauty chains lead, e-commerce grows fastest. Watsons and EVA are building omnichannel

models (Euromonitor, 2026).

Large national retailers: EVA reported revenue of 27 billion UAH in 2024 and opened 65 stores that year;

Brocard and MAKEUP reported 5.7 and 4.84 billion UAH in 2025.

Korean products are in demand online: in January 2025 skincare made up 24.8% of online orders

shipped from Korea through one large parcel operator.

Channels a brand typically uses: national beauty chains, marketplaces, pharmacies, independent

beauty stores and clinics, online stores, Instagram and TikTok shops.

Official figures for total imports of Korean cosmetics are not publicly available. Forbes

Ukraine ranked KR BRANDS (KRKR) the second-largest importer of Korean cosmetics in

Ukraine in 2026.

Sources
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1. Ministry of Health: regulatory impact analysis (market size estimate)

2. Euromonitor: Beauty and Personal Care in Ukraine (report summary)

3. Forbes Ukraine: EVA launches a compact store format

4. Komersant: revenue of Ukrainian beauty retailers

5. The Page: what Ukrainians buy online from South Korea

6. Forbes Ukraine: KRKR, Ukraine's second-largest importer of Korean cosmetics

2. Regulation: the Technical Regulation on cosmetic
products

Ukraine regulates cosmetics through the Technical Regulation on cosmetic products, approved by Cabinet

of Ministers Resolution No. 65 of 20 January 2021 and aligned with EU Regulation 1223/2009. It entered into

force on 3 August 2024.

What it requires, in short:

A responsible person in Ukraine for every product. For imported goods this is usually the importer or a

Ukrainian company authorised by the manufacturer.

A product information file (PIF) built around a cosmetic product safety report (CPSR) signed by a

qualified safety assessor. The file is kept for 10 years.

Notification of each product in the national electronic system (procedure approved by Ministry of Health

Order No. 2147 of 18 December 2023). The notification includes the category, name, responsible person,

country of origin, label artwork and formulation information.

Nanomaterials are notified 6 months before the product is placed on the market.

Good manufacturing practice: compliance with ISO 22716 is presumed to meet the requirement.

Ingredient annexes (prohibited and restricted substances, colourants, preservatives, UV filters) mirror

the EU regulation.

Transition dates are legally uncertain. The transition period was due to end on 3 August 2026.

Resolution No. 976 of 29 July 2026 moved this date to 31 July 2027. Separately, Resolution No. 737

of 4 June 2026 sets staged transition periods and takes effect on 13 December 2026; Ukrainian legal

analysts note that it may shorten the extension. Plan your launch on the assumption that full

compliance (PIF, CPSR, notification) is needed early, and check the dates with your distributor or legal

adviser.

Since 1 October 2023 cosmetics no longer need a state sanitary-epidemiological conclusion; conformity is

shown under the technical regulation. Market surveillance, including at customs, is carried out by the State

Service of Ukraine on Medicines and Drugs Control. Ukrainian business press reports fines of 170,000 UAH

for selling without the required documents.

Sources

1. Liga: Technical Regulation on cosmetic products (CMU Resolution No. 65)

2. CMS: Ukraine's cosmetic products regulation one year on
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https://moz.gov.ua/uploads/ckeditor/%D0%93%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B5%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8F/2023/11-2023/23-11-2023/1/%D0%90%D0%A0%D0%92.pdf
https://www.euromonitor.com/beauty-and-personal-care-in-ukraine/report
https://forbes.ua/news/eva-zapuskae-noviy-format-kompaktnikh-magaziniv-eva-poruch-22072025-31430
https://komersant.ua/en/makeup-brocard-chy-watsons-iaki-b-iuti-ryteyly-narostyly-dokhody-do-miliardiv-a-khto-na-mezhi-znyknennia/
https://thepage.ua/ua/news/sho-ukrayinci-kupuyut-onlajn-z-pivdennoyi-koreyi
https://forbes.ua/business/richniy-vitorg-mayzhe-500-mln-grn-drugiy-naybilshiy-importer-koreyskoi-kosmetiki-v-ukraini-krkr-zris-vpyatero-za-dva-roki-yak-tse-vdalosya-17042026-38018
https://jurliga.ligazakon.net/news/225756_v-ukran-zapratsyu-sistema-elektronnogo-nadannya-nformats-pro-kosmetichnu-produktsyu
https://cms.law/en/ukr/legal-updates/ukraine-s-1-year-old-cosmetic-products-regulation-seeks-to-bring-ukraine-in-line-with-eu-standards


3. Liga: electronic notification system for cosmetics launched

4. Ministry of Health Order No. 2147 (notification procedure)

5. Forbes Ukraine: mandatory requirements postponed by one year (Resolution No. 976)

6. Debet-Kredit: new requirements moved to 31 July 2027

7. Liga: Cabinet rewrote transition periods for the cosmetics market (Resolution No. 737)

8. Liga: analysis of the extended transition period

9. Liga: no sanitary-epidemiological conclusion required from 1 October 2023

10. Debet-Kredit: notification from 3 August 2026, who must comply and fines

3. Labelling in Ukrainian

Product information must be provided in Ukrainian under the language law; other languages may be added,

and trademarks do not need to be translated. In practice, imported products carry a Ukrainian sticker over

the original packaging.

Items required by the technical regulation include:

name and address of the responsible person;

country of origin for imported products;

nominal content;

date of minimum durability or period after opening;

precautions for use;

batch number;

function of the product;

list of ingredients in INCI names in descending order (ingredients below 1% in any order; nanomaterials

marked «(нано)»).

Sources

1. American Chamber of Commerce in Ukraine: labelling requirements and the language law

2. PETOŠEVIĆ: Ukraine's language law and product information

3. U.S. Trade.gov: Ukraine labeling and marking requirements

4. Yankiv (compliance consultancy): cosmetics notification in 2026

5. Debet-Kredit: notification from 3 August 2026, who must comply and fines

4. Import duty, VAT and customs

No free trade agreement with Korea. Ukraine's FTAs cover the EU, the UK, EFTA, Canada, Türkiye,

Israel, the UAE and others, but not Korea.

Import duty 6.5% for Korean skincare and make-up under HS 3304 99 00 00. For comparison, the same

products of EU or UK origin enter at 0%.
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https://biz.ligazakon.net/news/240710_v-ukran-zapushcheno-sistemu-elektronno-notifkats-kosmetichno-produkts
https://moz.gov.ua/uploads/10/53465-dn_2147_18122023_dod.pdf
https://forbes.ua/news/kabmin-vidterminuvav-obovyazkovi-vimogi-do-kosmetichnoi-produktsii-shche-na-rik-30072026-40859
https://news.dtkt.ua/state/licenses/113362-novi-vimogi-do-kosmetiki-perenesli-z-3-serpnia-na-31-lipnia-2027-roku-postanova-kmu-976
https://biz.ligazakon.net/news/244574_kabmn-perepisav-perekhdn-stroki-dlya-kosmetichnogo-rinku
https://biz.ligazakon.net/news/245416_kabmn-prodovzhiv-plgoviy-perod-dlya-kosmetiki-bez-tekhreglamentu-ta-realniy-strok-znachno-korotshiy-za-zayavleniy
https://biz.ligazakon.net/news/220657_z-1-zhovtnya-virobnikam-nekharchovo-produkts-ne-potrbno-bude-otrimuvati-visnovok-derzhavno-san-epdem-ekspertizi
https://news.dtkt.ua/state/other/112382-notifikaciia-kosmetiki-z-3-serpnia-2026-r-xto-maje-proiti-i-komu-zagrozuje-straf-170-000-grn
https://chamber.ua/success-stories/policy-win-chamber-proposals-on-requirements-to-goods-labelling-are-incorporated-in-legislation/
https://www.petosevic.com/node/4116
https://trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/ukraine-labeling-and-marking-requirements
https://yankiv.com/notyfikatsiya-kosmetyky-2026-khto-ryzykuye/
https://news.dtkt.ua/state/other/112382-notifikaciia-kosmetiki-z-3-serpnia-2026-r-xto-maje-proiti-i-komu-zagrozuje-straf-170-000-grn


Import VAT 20%, calculated on the customs value plus duty.

No excise on cosmetics (alcohol-based perfumery should be checked separately).

Aerosols under this code require an import licence.

Customs may run market surveillance checks, and this code is in a customs valuation risk group, so

correct invoicing and documents matter.

Duty rates for other headings (for example HS 3305, hair care) should be checked for

each product.

Sources

1. GTAI: Ukraine's trade agreements

2. Customs tariff card for HS 3304 99 00 00 (duty, VAT, preferences)

3. U.S. Trade.gov: Ukraine import tariffs

5. Protecting your brand

Register the trademark in Ukraine with the Ukrainian National Office for Intellectual Property and

Innovations (UANIPIO). National registration takes about 15 months if there are no objections and is valid

for 10 years, renewable.

Ukraine is part of the Madrid System (since 2000), so you can designate Ukraine in an international

registration.

Customs IP register: a registered trademark can be recorded with the State Customs Service, which

allows customs to suspend clearance of suspected counterfeits. Since 2025 the registration must be

extended on application.

Recordal does not stop genuine goods imported by third parties (grey imports). This is handled through

an exclusive distribution agreement, pricing policy and work with retailers.

Sources

1. World Trademark Review: trademark examination and registration at UANIPIO (2026)

2. WIPO Lex: treaties in force for Ukraine

3. Debet-Kredit: extending registration in the customs IP register

6. A realistic timeline

No official timeline exists. Based on a compliance consultancy's estimates and our experience:

1. Document review: about 1 week.

2. PIF and CPSR: 3 to 6 weeks if laboratory tests already exist, 8 to 10 weeks if a challenge test is needed.

3. Notification: about 5 to 7 working days.

4. Labelling, first order, shipping and customs clearance.

5. Launch: listing on krkr.com.ua within about 5 days after the goods arrive, then rollout to retail partners.
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https://www.gtai.de/de/trade/ukraine/zoll/weitere-handelsabkommen-und-mitgliedschaft-in-wto-1848574
https://qdpro.com.ua/goodinfo/3304990000
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/ukraine-import-tariffs
https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/review/the-trademark-prosecution-review/2026/article/ukraine-navigating-the-examination-and-registration-framework-the-uanipio
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/treaties/ShowResults?code=UA
https://news.dtkt.ua/state/other/98725-iak-prodovziti-strok-rejestraciyi-objektiv-prava-intelektualnoyi-vlasnosti-u-mitnomu-rejestri


Add about 6 months of prior notice for products with nanomaterials, and about 15 months if the trademark is

not yet registered in Ukraine.

Sources

1. Yankiv (compliance consultancy): cosmetics notification in 2026

2. CMS: Ukraine's cosmetic products regulation one year on

3. World Trademark Review: trademark examination and registration at UANIPIO (2026)

7. What a Ukrainian partner should take on

A strong distributor removes most of this work from the brand. KR BRANDS acts as importer and responsible

person, prepares notification and Ukrainian labelling, clears customs, protects the brand in Ukraine and sells

through national chains, marketplaces, pharmacies, independent stores and our own online store KRKR®.

In September 2026 KOTRA's Kyiv office interviewed KR BRANDS about the Ukrainian K-beauty market.

Sources

1. KOTRA: a local distribution expert on the Ukrainian K-beauty market

2. Forbes Ukraine: KRKR, Ukraine's second-largest importer of Korean cosmetics

Planning to enter Ukraine?

We have handled import, compliance and distribution for Korean brands since 2014. Tell us

about your brand and we will reply with a first assessment.
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https://yankiv.com/notyfikatsiya-kosmetyky-2026-khto-ryzykuye/
https://cms.law/en/ukr/legal-updates/ukraine-s-1-year-old-cosmetic-products-regulation-seeks-to-bring-ukraine-in-line-with-eu-standards
https://www.worldtrademarkreview.com/review/the-trademark-prosecution-review/2026/article/ukraine-navigating-the-examination-and-registration-framework-the-uanipio
https://dream.kotra.or.kr/user/extra/kotranews/bbs/linkView/jsp/Page.do?dataIdx=244005
https://forbes.ua/business/richniy-vitorg-mayzhe-500-mln-grn-drugiy-naybilshiy-importer-koreyskoi-kosmetiki-v-ukraini-krkr-zris-vpyatero-za-dva-roki-yak-tse-vdalosya-17042026-38018

